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HE African Trade. is a Trade of the moſt Advarta ge to this 
FE a e of any we drive, and as it were all Profit, the firſt 
Coſt being little more than ſmall Matters of our own Manufa- 
Aures, for which we have in Return, Gold, Teeth, Nax, and 


Nephves, the laſt whereof are much better than the firſt, being indeed the 
beſt Traffick the Kingdom hath, as it doth occaſionally give to vaſt an Em- 


ployment to our People both by Sea and Land. Thele are che Hands 


whereby our Plantations are improved; and tis by their Labours ſuch great 


Quantities of Sugar, Tobacco, Cotten, Ginger and ladigo are raiſed, which be. 
ing bulky Comrnodities imploy great Numbers of our Ships for their Tran. 


ſporting hither, and the greater. number of Ships employs the greater number 
of Handicraft Trades at home, ſpends more of our Product and Manufa- 
cCtures, and makes more Sailors, who are maintain d by a ſepatate Eraploy. 


Now to adviſe a Government to Monopolize, and conſequently to leſſen 
this Trade, by conkning it to a limited Stock, is the ſame as to adviſe the 
People of Egypt to raiſe high Banks to conhne the River Nilas from over: 
flowo ing, leſt it ſhould thereby Fertilize the Lands, or the King of Spain co thus 
ap his Mines, leſt he ſhould fill his Kingdom coo full of Silver. This 
Trage indeed is our Silver Mines; for by the Overplus of Negroes above what 
will ſerve our Plantations, we draw great Quantities thereof from the Spa- 
niard; a Trade we are lately fallen into by a Compact of the two Natioas 
for which a Factory or Affento is ſettled by chem at Jamaica, where wht 
their Agent Buys is paid for in Pieces of Eight, heſides oftentimes I hirty 
per Cent, Cambio. for running the riſque to the Continent, all diſcharged in 
che lame Specie with great Punctuality. | 

Nor is this all the Advantage the Nation reaps thereby, it hath: intrody- 
ced another ſort of Commerce, and given us Opportunities of Selling our 
Manufactures to that People, with whom we now grow into {ome ſort of 
familiarity, and may be a means in time to make way for a larger Acquain- 
rance, whereby we may reap the beſt part of che Treaiure of thote Mines; 
Jamaica being now become a Magazine of Trade to Neu. Spain and the Terra 
Firma, from whence we have yearly vaſt Quantities of Bullion icaported to 
this Kingdom, both for the Negroes and Manufactures we fend chem; which 
as it was opened for the fake. of their having the former, ſo when that 
Supply .ceales, it will be removed to ſome other Place, and our induſtri- 


ou Neighbours are ready to receive it, who would perhaps take more care to 


A | incourage 
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KS, low ſteps of the African Cot . 
incourage it than we have done; for by the flow 2 0 > 
pany, and the Hardſhips chey have put on the Inter ay c * _ 
ders the number of Negroes Imported thither hath been 8 a - G Sab! 
much below our Promiſes and the Spaniards Expectations, c iy Cy r 
Afiento or Factory hath for ſome time ſtood on 9 1 6 di Fe 
ſelf to another Iſland ; as it certainly had done long ſince, it the 3 P ” 


had not given a better Supply. than the Company. 8 3 


f {ons ſhould * 
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to Monopolize or limit this Trade, 


2 for the firſt; the neceſſiyy of hwing Forts, Caſtles and Soldiers to des 


ad che Trade, which could not be carried on without great Charge and 
Na Theſe and ſuch like Argurnents attended with a 8 of Gui 
neas, had force enough to prevail upon an eaſie Prince, who tho of 4 Tem 
er not inclined to Miſchief, and had natural Parts capable to underſtan 
hs his own and the Nation's Intereſt, yet being perſwaded by thoſe Har 
pies, who like ſo many Horle-leeches conſtantly hung upon him, and re4 
quired more Ttcafure than bis Income could afford; he was many ti e 
allured to do things which his own Judgment would not allow; ſo mi 
chie vous are evil Counſellors (eſpecially of the Fair Sex) to a good - natur 
Prince. 96 ITE 
But let us conſider what thele Forts, Caſtles and Soldiers now Settled by 
the Company are, their Uſe, and whether as good Securities for the Trad 
may not be made by a Regulated Company, out of a Stock to be raiſe 
on its Members, and thoſe to be admitted for ſmall Fines, and co pays 
Duty on the Goods they Export, ſuch as the Court of 4/5Rants ſhall think 
fit to ſettle; which Stock to be employed tor Buying or Building Faxes 
where thought neceſſary, and detraying all Publick Charges for carrying 
on the Trade. on 
do not remember that che greateſt number of Soldiers, proved at ghe 
Committee Appointed by the Honourable Houſe of Commons to enquire io 
that Affair, did exceed one Hundred and Twenty on the whole Coalt not 
did their Forts and Caſtles appear to be any thing elſe ſave Settlements dur 
their Factors, which (to ſecure their Goods from 1 Natives, and the fud- 
den Inſults of other Nations) they guarded both wich Men and Guns: all 
V»hich was Propoled to be done by a Regulated Company. Beſides when 
more Factories are Settled, conſequently there will be more People which 
wil! ſoon exceed their Number of Soldiers and be more formidable whilſt 
every Man fights for his own Intereſt ; whereas thoſe Soldiers (as it was chere 
proved) were ill Provided for, worſe Paid, and kept only by Conſtraint. 
It was never made out (or indeed pretended.) before that Honour; ble 
Committee, that thoſe Forts and Caſtles were to wage a National W 1 
to ſecure againſt a National Invaſion, the defence of their Guns could - * 
ceed their reach, which was got above a Mile at moſt: nor were chere 1 


Magazines of Proviſtons laid up to expect a Siege from the Natives neither 
J 2 


couid they hinder Interlopers who Traded on the Coaſts of what Nation ſo.* 


strom the. Govern . 
un- 
lets 


ever; bur for that end the Company had obtained Frigat 
ment, who by illegal Commiſſions deltroyed our oven Merchant Ships ( 


leſs permicted on th 39 | 

they carried out.) . ayment of Forty or Fifty per Cent. at home on t. 

Factors in che I. Pla 4 Figs ant; Chis: wragg ſeconded by hi 
Plantations, who ſei | y their 

5 oy nag ged our be ge . Pos 7 

: es receiving them as Friends wg elle foundno Difficul- 
_ the Company ; — eee rather 0 deal with them 
other, great part of that Coaſt n 1 9 9 remote diſtances from each 

Nor dol lee what need there was 2 180 an untraded to by chem. 
xs advantageous to the Natives as to us, 2 our way into a Trade altogetber 
things they wanted, and were of value a — Ling we ſupply'd them with 
Slaves, which were elle of little worth pong them, we took in exchange 
be chought that the People of England who "ta pas cn ;. and ® cqmnor 
the Continent of Anerica ( beſides its ſevei 110 id ase Caloates on 
reaſonable Proſpect of Ee ear FR. [ ands ) where there was no 
lo as to be able to defend their cn 1 afl * increaſed their Numbers 
not only againſt the Natives chere th e eee 8 Company, 
other Nations, {hould fall ſhort in _ ing any, but likewiſe againſt all 
the _ view offer the Proſpect of ſo EE , why doth a 
er us now conſider the Inconvenicncjes that HINGE 
and conſequently the . which der * attended this Monopoly, 
geſting it into an open and free, tho ar la 1 Cor to the Nation by di- 
ning the ” orking in a Golden Mice to 47 5 ae {mp any ; lure if confi- 
the like Lreaſure every day to the Nation yin 1 which would afford 
can che limiting this Trade; for 7 — oY advantage, no more 
3702s, and vend more Commodities for their 2 Ships we fetch more Ne- 
in the Plantations gives a ſecond Imploy to the * ſc; belides every Negro 
and had we many more to {pare the . \ — of Saeed this Kingdom, 
be no Ground for putting this Trade into few = — them, ſo their can 
ſigned choſe few ſhall grow Rich, whilft for thei 0 , Hands, except tis de- 
ics Trade and Navigation; The Company h cir lakes the Nation ſuffers in 
vantage of their Charter, chat they h pax lrg range this derrimental ad- 
Manufactures cheaper at home, and to make h 75 enabled to buy up our 
for Negros abroad, than could 1 4 _ pay dearer Rates 
for the former, and Sellers of the latter; beſides che il ry been more Buyers 
Plantacions, 20d the partality in their Los and ey Oey es 
whereof was that one Planter who was betrined 1 n 
e 10 was betrineded grew Rich by having 
good Negros, ſt another was ruined by havin 8 
and this drew with it another ill Conſequence their 1 2 bun bad; 
Monqpolized Trade to themſelves, by obliging the 5 „ 
with them for ocher things if chey expected favour —— the N 1 dey 
ſo chat the reſt of che Merchants were forced to look on 2 jm e 
any thing tO ſell, and all becaule they were reſtrained by a af ꝛe _ had 
ſvpplying the Planter with the ſame Commodity ri hi 11 opoly from 
ELD xvotted ready pay, e for hic likewiſe the 
pany expecte pay, whilſt ochers gave long time. 

This was fully proved before the Honourable Committee at one of thei 
Meetings, to whom i heard an eminenc Merchant of Londen of : nn 
Reputation and well acquainted wich the Trad 5 1 

rade to Africa affirm, That on a 


former lictle relaxation of c. barer of cheir- Ch 
axation of che leverity of cheic Charter, which was then 
called 


= 


: CH SG 
called in queſtion by the Honourable Houſe of Commons, ſorne of out Wooken 
Manufactures fit for that Trade roſe inſtantly Fifey per Cent. to his certain 
knowledg, occaſioned by the Multitudes of Buyers, whereot he — 
and indeed it is not to be wondred at, for vyhilſt that Company was in power 
many of the Engliſh Interlopers were forced to fit in Foltaid, where 3 
furniſhed their Cargoes, it bing thought cauſe ſufficient to ſtop a Ship re 
if any part of the Goods entered otit gave Suſpicion ſhe was bound tor che 
Co of Guinea, Which would have made a Stander . by to have thought 
tbat the Dutch had given Penſions in that Court as well as the French. 

Ir is not to be doubted bur that the Vending out Product and Manufactures 
and promoting our Navigation on advantageous terms is the true Incereſt of 
this Nation, and all Foreign Cortitierce as it advances either is more or leſs 
profitable: now the Cement of the African Trade to a limited Stock pro- 
motes the ends of neither, and I beleive tis one reaſon why we know ſo little 
of that large Continent, becauſe the Company finding ways enough to em- 
ploy their Fund among thoſe few Factories they had lettled on the Sea Coaſt 
never endeavoured a Fuer Inland Diſcovery, whereas if it was laid open, 
the buſie Merchant that Induſtrious Bee of the Nation would not leave one 
River or Creek untraded to, from whence he might hope to make Ad- 
vantage. | bs. I 4 4354 * 

* Fo Trade and Commerce we are beholding for what knowledg we have 

of Foreign Parts, and it is obſervable that the more remote People dwell from 
the Sea the leſs they are acquainted wich Affairs abroad; Africa is a large Coun- 
try, and doubtleſs the Trade to it might be much enlarged to our Advantage, 
and better Settlements made and ſecured if good Methods were taken; Uſe and 
Experience make vs at laſt Maſtere of every thing; and thothe hiſt Uudertakers 
ola Deſign fall ſhort of anſwering their private Ends, yet they may not the Ends 
of the Nation, by laying open a beaten Path for Poſterity to tread in wich Suc- 
cels where they miſcarry d; when all places in England may freely ſend Ships, 
and be permitted to the management of their own Affairs, this encourages In- 
duſtry, and ſets Peoples Heads at work how they may outdo each othet by ger- 
ting firſt into a new Place of Trade; beſides che more Trades the more Buy 
ers at Home and Sellers Abroad, an db ythis means cor Plantations „ e 
on that large Continent of America would be better furniſhed NM¹u 
with Negroes, for want of which the Inhabitants there could never arrive to 
thoſe Improvements they have done in the Iſlands, the Company having gi- 
ven them little or no Supply, who rather choſe to ſend them to the latter 
becauſe they were able to make better Pay; But the Interlopers have done 2. 
tho under great diſcouragements from the Company and their Factors, who 
like the Dog in the Fable, would neither ſupply thoſe Plantations themſclves 
nor ſuffer others to do it. . 1 

On the whole Itake the African Trade both for its Exports and Imports,and 
alſo as it ſupplies our Plantarions, and advances Navigation, to be very be- 
neficial to this Kingdom, and would be made much more ſo, and better ſe. 
cured, were it laid open by being formed into a Regulated Com pany, 
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